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Professional Prerequisites*
By E. B. Hawes
Professional prerequisites are those educational qualifications
deemed necessary for one to secure pleasure in his chosen profes
sion and to obtain success among the business men of the world.
Should I make statements which differ widely from your best
judgment think that I do so with three years of experience in
the evaluation of educational qualifications of young men and
women desirous of entering the various professional walks of life
and with thirteen years of experience in business and executive
work. I am giving you my personal opinion which opportunity has
permitted me to form—and opportunity has been gracious to me
it comes to us all.
Professional prerequisites must be considered from three
points of view. To progress directly forward one must keep two
points in view lest he stray from the direct path of success. The
captain of the ship Success once said to the pilot: “Keep your
eye on yonder star,” pointing to the north star. After a quarter
of an hour, the captain had occasion to note the direction of his
ship. He discovered he was several degrees off direction. He
said to the pilot: “I told you to keep your eye on that star,” again
pointing to the north star. The pilot replied: “We passed that
d. . . . star a long time ago.” Success cannot be reached without
an objective. To determine an objective a third point of view is
necessary. Let your vision run from this point of view across
the direct line of progress and you have determined an objective
at the point of intersection. Let your profession represent one
line and all business another line. Your successful auditing of
business is the point of intersection or the objective of all account
ants. A successful audit includes an accurate audit, profitable
economic compensation and, best of all, pleasurable labors. Profes
sional prerequisites are necessary to attain the three enumerated
things. The points of view from which I shall discuss the subject
are the prerequisites required of all professions now included in
the division of examination and licensing of Ohio and the
prerequisites required by the various state boards of accountancy
in this country. The objective is the prerequisites which should
*A paper read at the regional meeting of the American Institute of Accountants,
Cincinnati, Ohio, November 11, 1922.
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be required by the Ohio laws in order to place accountancy in
Ohio on a high standard with medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and
other long-recognized professions.
The Ohio state board of accountancy requires that the applicant
shall present evidence of high-school graduation or the equivalent
to be eligible for the C. P. A. examination. The total schooling
beyond the eighth grade is four years.
The dental board requires one to hold a high-school diploma,
a standard degree or a teacher’s life certificate. Although this
requirement is higher than that for accountancy in some subjects
it is no more valuable as a prerequisite. To hold a teacher’s life
certificate means that one is already firmly established in the
teaching profession. To change professions in middle life is like
changing horses in mid-stream. The man who makes such a
change is usually unsuccessful in both professions. The circum
stance seldom occurs. It is likewise true that the man who holds
a standard degree seldom enters the dental profession. The law is
unusually technical in that no provision is made for one who
does not possess a high-school diploma but has an equivalent
education. I hope this section of the law may be amended by
the next legislature. In addition to a four-year high-school course,
to enter the dental college one must possess one year of college
academic work. Before one is permitted to sit in an examination,
he is required to have had at least three years of technical college
training. The total schooling beyond the eighth grade is eight
years.
The embalming board requires no high-school education and
only six months of technical training. The educational qualifi
cations are so low it is difficult to speak of professional
prerequisites. These are the lowest educational requirements for
any profession.
The medical board requires high-school graduation or the
equivalent and, in addition, two years of college academic work
and at least three years of technical training or a total of nine
years of schooling beyond the eighth grade.
The nursing profession requires one year of high school or
the equivalent and three years of technical training, or a total of
four years beyond the eighth grade. The actual time spent in
school is equivalent to that required for accountancy although the
requirement is in reality greater, since three years of the four
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represent calendar years and not school years. Furthermore,
the three years referred to include technical training as well as
general training.
To sit in an examination for a licence to practise optometry,
one must have two years of high-school credit or possess an
equivalent education and, in addition, not less than two years of
college or technical study. This profession, like nursing, has a
requirement in length of time equal to that for accountancy but
in the measurement of education the requirement must be higher,
as one-half of the time is spent in an institution devoted solely
to the profession of optometrists.
The pharmacy requirements are four years of high school
or an equivalent education and in addition not less than two
years of technical training, making a total of six years beyond
the eighth grade.
The teaching profession demands four years of high-school
work and four years of college academic work including profes
sional studies, or a total of eight years beyond the eighth grade.
For some classes of teachers, as those of special subjects and
elementary work, the college requirement is reduced to two years.
Thus, on the whole, the prerequisite would fall below that for
the dental profession.
Permit me to enumerate the professions according to their
prerequisite educational requirements. I want you to notice if the
educational requirements in any way compare with the general
standards of the professions in your community. Listed by this
method they line up as follows:—
Medicine
Dentistry
Teachers
Pharmacy
Nursing
Optometrists
Accountants
Embalmers
Compared by prerequisites accountancy ranks seventh of the
eight professions in the division of examination and licensing. I
make these statements not from my personal opinion but from
facts, as shown by the laws of Ohio and by the rules and
regulations prescribed by the different state boards.

255

The Journal of Accountancy
Accountancy is in its infancy as a profession but its field is
too great and its work too important to permit the embalmers
alone, who care for the dead, to remain below it in this require
ment. Accountancy should be in the upper half of the professional
group.
From the second point of view, I want to show you how
accountancy in this state compares with accountancy in other states.
Bear in mind that I am speaking of prerequisite requirements
at all times, and if my placements are not as you see them it is
because we are not considering the same facts.
Thirteen states have no prerequisites. They are mostly southern
and western states excepting Rhode Island and Maine. Eight
states demand a prerequisite as established by the state board.
Neither I nor any other man can give you definite information
about standards established in that manner. They may be high;
they may be low; but one thing only is certain: they cannot be
uniform. As the individual membership of the board changes
the prerequisites are changed because personal judgment is always
psychologically different. Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Califor
nia are the only leading states which establish prerequisites in
this manner. Twenty-four states require a high-school education
or the equivalent. Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and New York are
included in this group. This represents the “big middle class,”
if such a phrase is permissible here.
Maryland alone requires a course in accountancy in addition
to high-school graduation. I have not seen a copy of the
Maryland laws and I cannot state the meaning of a course in
accountancy. It may mean a correspondence course or it may
mean a systematic study of accountancy in a standard approved
day or night school. I should like the opportunity to give the
laws of Maryland some study and to compare accountancy as a
profession in that state with accountancy in other states including
New York, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Ohio.
The third point of view from which I shall discuss my subject
represents my conclusion and it is my personal view. I think
it should be given some study and consideration by the organized
bodies of accountancy in this state.
In Ohio, we have several schools approved by the department
of education for the issuance of degrees. These are granted
after the successful completion of a four-year night course. It
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may be completed in half the time in the day schools. It is no
longer a doubt in my mind that the time is not far hence when
accountancy must alter its prerequisites if it is to remain in next
to the last place. Other professions are raising their standards.
When I entered the medical college sixteen years ago, I did so
on a high-school education. In 1916 I was appointed entrance
examiner for the state board of pharmacy. This was the first
time that pharmacy had made a big step forward in demanding
definite prerequisites. In 1919 optometry started with a prere
quisite higher than accountancy and it is now contemplating a
higher standard. In 1920 the law became effective which raised
the prerequisites for the dental profession. Your law has
remained unamended since its origin.
How long will you permit your profession to sit on the side
of the road of progress and watch the procession go by? Since
the embalmers are still behind you in these requirements, I think
accountancy should utter that memorable phrase: “They shall not
pass.”
In conclusion, to make your profession ethical, to give your
workers mental satisfaction, to make work enjoyable, to increase
your efficiency, to standardize to a greater degree the solutions
to your many problems—all of which would assist in placing
accountancy upon a higher plane—I recommend a high-school
education and in addition two years of study of accounting in
a school approved by the Ohio state board of accountancy. By
requiring the approval of the state board the technical require
ments may be raised from time to time as the profession demands
without further legislative action.
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